
In this issue of North Dakota OUTDOORS
you will find a listing of all the bills and res-
olutions introduced into the North Dakota
2005 Legislature. Those signed into law will
in one way or another affect the North
Dakota Game and Fish Department and the
people we serve.

Only a few of these bills were introduced
by the Department. The remainder came
from North Dakotans through their legisla-
tors, indicating a deep concern the public
has for outdoor recreation. How we conserve,
protect and utilize our natural resources is of
extreme importance to our constituents.
Please read the article starting on page 4 that
lists the bills and resolutions introduced this
past session to get a perspective of the many
concerns shared in the legislative process.

We must give our forefathers who drafted
our constitution great credit. Their foresight
for open government and accountability is
among the best in the nation. Our legislators
are very close to the people they represent.
We have 47 senators and 94 representatives
serving 642,200 people scattered over 70,704
square miles in 47 districts. Some of the dis-
tricts in our larger cities are quite small in
area compared to our rural districts. The
large areas encompass many counties, some
covering more than 1,500 square miles. It is a
tremendous effort for our rural legislators to
cover thousands of miles campaigning,
meeting constituents and responding to
speaking engagements. It never ceases to
amaze me the amount of time and energy
these dedicated people give to our state.

Social Security Numbers
One of the many questions that continues

to surface is: “Why do I have to give my
social security number whenever I purchase
a license?” State law states in part: The social
security number of an applicant for any
license or permit issued under this chapter
must be recorded on the application. This is
not only a requirement of the state, but is
driven by federal law. North Dakota does not
receive federal funding if it doesn’t comply
with federal law.

The law is designed to promote the child
support program, making sure those respon-
sible for making payments are current in
their dealings. Responsible agencies have the
ability to cross-reference individuals who are
delinquent in their payments. It is the inten-
tion of the law to deny them a license.

Here at the Game and Fish Department,
social security numbers are not made avail-
able. They are not sold to any mailing list,
nor printed on license announcements. I
would certainly endorse a method other than
using an individual’s social security number.
It is my recommendation the law is changed
to a method similar to the one employed on
our state drivers licenses, which doesn’t fea-
ture the owner’s social security number.

Driving Off Trail 
This past session HB 1239 passed, allow-

ing landowners to drive off trail to hunt
upland game on their land, except during the
deer gun season. In addition, the landowner
may give written permission to others to
drive off trail to hunt upland game on his
land.

This is a dramatic change from our past
law and should be noted by all hunters.
Previously, upland game hunters could not
drive off trail.

Battling Low Water
I want you to know the Game and Fish

Department is doing its best to combat the
difficulties associated with Lake Sakakawea
and Lake Oahe’s low lake levels, and the
influence these falling waters have on one of
the Midwest’s top fisheries and recreational
hotspots.

Department fisheries crews and other
local, state and federal agencies have been
working hard to provide access – both on
shore and by boat – to Sakakawea.

To determine the status of Missouri River
boat launching facilities, check out our web-
site at www.discovernd.com/gnf.

May you have a safe and happy summer.
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